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MACRAES READY TO CELEBRATE 2015  
INTERNATIONALLY AND IN CANADA       !

    
2015 INTERNATIONAL GATHERING !

 Once in what seems to be a very long time,           
MacRaes have the opportunity to celebrate in grand 
style – 2015 is the year!  In the UK, USA, AU, NZ 
and in CA, our Clan MacRae newsletters have kept 
us up to date with the plans. Now, members are 
lulling over the possibility of attending the 2015 Inte-
national Gathering in Scotland and interest is high 
among the Clan. 
            
 In USA and Canada, organizers have           
arranged packaged tours to visit Scotland in comfort 
– “let the bus driver do the driving!” Although Aus-
tralians and New Zealanders have no tour planned, 
they do come in large numbers to the Gatherings in 
Scotland. 
            
 Since the Millennium Gathering in 2000, there           
have been international meets every five years when 
our Gracious Lady of Eilean Donan Castle, 
Marigold MacRae, hosted MacRaes from around 
the world. International travellers enjoy visiting the 
‘old country’ to see and experience its history. Ge-
nealogists are ecstatic at possibilities!   !
 Following the July 29 to August 2 Scotland           
Gathering, travellers “from away” often make a big-
ger holiday with visits to other parts of UK or conti-
nental Europe. The thirteen-day Canadian tour be-
gins and ends in Edinburgh. There, we will join Clan 
Members from Scotland, USA, UK, AU, NZ, Argenti-
na, Sweden, Germany, and the Netherlands – who 
have indicated they will attend.  
               
    See pages 2 for more detail            

!
2015 CANADIAN GATHERING - OTTAWA !

 The Clan MacRae of Canada meets in our nation’s capitol city           
for its 14th annual meeting and Cynthia MacRae and her crew of Ot-
tawa organizers have an exciting program prepared. It begins on 
April 30, 2015 and runs through May 3. 
            
 “Our agenda will be jam-packed with a variety of events. From           
the kickoff moment to the conclusion of our Gathering, we are plan-
ning to  enjoy ourselves,”  says Cynthia. “We hope to allow some free 
time for visitors to enjoy life in Ottawa – perhaps a visit to the War Mu-
seum or the Alex Colville exhibit in the National Art Gallery.” 
            
 Our events will include joining with Lt. Col. John McCrae’s Roy          -
al Regiment of Canadian Artillery, as the the life-sized statue of Mc-
Crae is unveiled in Green Park, Ottawa. The Sussex Drive park is 
close to the homes of the Governor General and the Prime Minister. 
We expect to be joined by hundreds of interested persons who hold 
John McCrae and his poetry in high regard.  
            
 But our Ottawa Gathering will be more than simply watching the           
action – we will be part of it. On the same afternoon of Sunday, May 3, 
we will hear the world premiere performance of a musical Meditation 
based on In Flanders Fields, the poem composed by John McCrae 
in May 1915. Clan Canada has commissioned the original music score 
to be played on the Carillon in the Peace Tower of the House of 
Commons. The Carillonneur is Dr. Andrea McCrady, the Dominion 
Carillonneur.  
            
 We will move from Parliament Hill to Christ Church           
Cathedral for “The Music and Poetry of War and Peace” based 
on arts reflecting on War and Peace. The composer of “Medita-
tion”CBC’s Eric Friesen will be the narrator. Marigold MacRae of 
Eilean Donan Castle, will be our special guest for the weekend 
and will be accompanied by Baroness Miranda MacRae Van 
Lynden, the Castle’s Constable.                     
                                                       See page 8 for more detail             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International Gathering of Clan MacRae, Scotland,  2015  
July 29-August 2 !

 On July 29, at Edinburgh’s Holyrood Castle, Canadians will join fellow Clans folk 
at the opening of the 2015 International Gathering. Almost immediately, we follow the 
Clan piper, Jimi McRae, to trek to one of the most famous spots in the annals of 
MacRae history, Arthur’s Seat. That evening, a well-earned reception at the Royal 
Scots Club will kick off our clelebrations in grand style. We will feast with Clan mem-
bers from AR, AU, CA, NZ, UK, and US – and other countries. 
 So begins the exciting days of the 2015 Gathering of Clan MacRae. The days will 
be packed with action: meetings sharing and site-seeing, memorials and music, cas-
tles and cemeteries, people and places, geography and genealogy. Participants will 
want to take it all in.  
       
        For those who prefer a tour  !
Canada has arranged for a Clan MacRae tour to 
the International Gathering together with an in-
troductory tour of Scotland. The tour is 13 days 
– an inclusive tour with airfare, accomodation, 
tour bus, tour director, hosts, meals etc. includ-
ed in the one price. In addition, all participants 
must register with Clan MacRae Scotland for 

the Gathering. We expect registsration informa-
tion in February.    
 The Canadian tour has many additional highlights leading to the last evening when 
tour participants will enjoy Edinburgh’s Royal Military Tattoo (ticket included!)  – a must for 
anyone visiting Scotland at that time of year. 
 Robert and Susan MacRae of Victoria are the tour hosts. In addition, a Tour Di-
rector will be on our bus to interpret all historic sites. In the event of any emergency, we 
have his immediate assistance.  
 For those interested in registering for the tour, please contact ROSTAD TOURS, 
Calgary, at 1-800-361-8687. A coloured brochure is available with all details, prices and 
information on passports, insurance, baggage etc. Rostad tours arranges flights.  !

 Participants of the tour may remain longer in Scotland or elsewhere and return at a later time. You may also 
contact Robert and Susan MacRae, Tour Hosts, at 250-598-3140 for information. 
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From the vantage of Mam Ratagan, tour participants will 
view the “Five Sisters  of Kintail.” The hightest of these 
mountains is Sgurr Uran, the ‘War Cry ‘of Clan MacRae.



MANY BOOKS ON THE 100th ANNIVERSARY OF POEM  
Lt. Col. John McCrae Inspires a Quill of Authors 

In Flanders Fields  
 In recent years, many books writ-
ten about WW1 have been rolling off the 
press – and books especially about Dr. 
John McCrae, the celebrated Canadian 
author of In Flanders Fields. Of the many 
poems that rose from the WW 1 trenches 
and the war’s after-math, perhaps Mc-
Crae’s poem is the most famous Canadian 
piece. Canada’s interst is not susrprisingly 
for there where sixty thousand young peo-
ple who died in that war. 
 Following the first publishing of  to 
McCrae’s poem,  the poppy became the 
symbol of remembrance of soldiers who 
died. Clearly, the poppy is the best known 
symbol of remembrance especiallly in the 
Commonweath countries and in the USA – 
millions of are worn on Nov. 11 each year.  
 Not surprisinly, the poppy appears 
on the dustcovers of most books on WW1 
and we offer a few for your reading list:  

BONFIRE 
The Chestnut Gentleman 

Susan Raby-Dunne 
 Bonfire is a moving, intimate, and 
unforgettable look at the writer of In Flan-
ders Fields and his horse, Bonfire. Neither 
man nor horse knew it but their partnership 
would be tested time and again as WW1 
unfolded. This is the story of their relation-
ship and told through the heart of Bonfire &  
his relationships – his joys and his sad-
ness. It is a touching tale of affection both 
ways. !

IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
The Story of John McCrae 

John F. Prescott 
This book describes the full-blooded vigour 
of John McCrae and the writing of In Flan-
ders Fields at the height of a 1915 battle 
and the impact of the poerm and the 
tragedy of his last years working in war-
torn Europe. 
  

REMEMBERING JOHN MCCRAE 
Linda Granfield 

Grandfield's little book largely tells the 
story of John McCrae's life through the 
eyes of a camera. People and places 
are beautifully illustrated as the author 
takes the reader from ‘Jack’s' early 
lifeto his burial in Wimereaux, France.  
 Gransfield has also produced a 
children’s book on the war. Well illus-
tated with photos and paint and brush. !
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

A CROWN OF LIFE 
The World of John McRae 

Dianne Graves 
For the serious reader, this is your book!
Slightly revised in a 2013 pocket book edi-
tion, this book captures the character and 
the complete story of  Lt. Col. John Mc-
Crae.  
 Set against a backgound of nearly 
half a centruy of history, Dianne Graves 
brings alive fascinating detail McCrae’s life 
and world. Even Rudyard Kipling, Stephen 
Leacock, Sir Alexander Fleming and Leo 
Amery feature as people well known to 
Canada’s WW1 soldier-doctor. 
 Here, too, we read the story of 
how the poppy became so well known and 
pf the people who were key to making this 
happen. Don’t miss it! 
 The book was carefully re-
searched, illustrated, and notes are listed 
alphabetically in its index.  A good histori-
cal read! 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EILEAN DONAN – ‘THE DREAM CASTLE’ 
THE ANCESTRAL HOME OF MACRAES – PART 1!

Robert D. MacRae 

  Dotted throughout Scotland’s Western Highlands, road signs point to Eilean 
Donan Castle (In Gaelic: Eilean Donnain). This is the place that MacRaes – by whatever 
spelling – call ‘home’ – the seat of their ‘chief’. But the MacRaes were not the first resi-
dents of the area nor was this tiny islet inhabited by one of them. In the 6th Century, this 
fabled site of “Castle MacRae”, Donan Island was the location of a monk’s hermitage.  
Here, Celtic missionary monk, Brother Donan, or St. Donnán (a contemporary of the fa-
mous St. Columba of Iona), set up his outpost, a strategic location for his missionary en-
terprise. Donnán is said to have established a church on the island but no trace of it re-
mains today. Later, Donan settled on the Isle of Eigg and established a large and success-
ful monastery. Sadly, St. Donan was martyred there in 617 AD. 

  Eilean Donan Castle, 
is set on Donan’s tiny islet at 
the confluence of three lochs: Loch Alsh, Loch Long and Loch 
Duich (Gaelic: Loch Dubhthaich, meaning ‘otter’). Duich is the 
largest of the three lochs and all of them empty through Loch 
Alsh to ‘The Minch’, the waters between the Isle of Skye and 
the mainland. Loch Long stretches to the northeast and its 
name is likely from the Viking long boats that sheltered there; 
Loch Duich, lays southeastward. Eilean Donan Castle is a key 
strategic in controlling access from the sea into the interior. 
Some kind of fortification has been there from Viking times, 
long before the MacRaes came to the area. 

 There is a tradition that the first castle, a fortress, was 
built on Donan’s Isle by King Alexander II (1214-1249) whose in-
tention was to create a defense against the Norse whose 
longboats successfullly layed seige on Scotland’s West coast. 
In 1263, King Haakon IV of Nor-

way (Kyle Akin, across from Loch Alsh, 
takes its name from Haakon) led a fleet past Eilean Donan to Largs (a town on the Firth of Clyde) and a key 
battle with Alexander III. Defeated, the remnants of the Norwegian fleet limped back home, 
stopping at Eilean Donan for re-supply. Following the Battle of Largs, the Constableship of 
Eilean Donan Castle fell to Colin Fitzgerald for his distinguished service to the Royal cause ‘by 
sea and land’, a reward was for his services at Largs. In 1263, Alexander III (1249-1286) gave the 
position of castellan (the governor of the Castle) to Colin FitzGerald (whose grandson became 
the first Mackenzie). Despite attempts by the Earl of Ross to lay to the seize the castle, it remained 
in the hands of Kenneth Mackenzie to the end of the 13th century. 

MacRaes become ‘Constables’ 
 Because of its strategic location, various clans have lusted and fought over the castle. In 1362, King David II confirmed 
the Mackenzie possession. By then, the MacRaes had settled in the area, and the MacRaes rose to the position of Mackenzie's 
defenders and protectors with the title: Mackenzie’s 'Shirt of Mail’. During these stormy times, Eilean Donan changed hands 
when Hector Roy Mackenzie took it in 1497. Seven years later, he lost it to the Earl of Huntly under King James IV.  In 1509, 
when the loyal MacRaes formed the bodyguard of the Chief of Kintail, they were appointed Constables of Eilean Donan Castle, 
a position they held until the castle’s destruction in 1719. 

 By the end of the 15th century, the MacDonald Lordship of the Isles had been greatly reduced. Nevertheless, despite 
fierce opposition from the Mackenzies and MacLeods in the 1530s, Donald Gorm Mor (i.e. Big) Macdonald, 7th Baron of Sleat,  
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tried to reclaim the position. In 1539, MacDonald 
sailed to Applecross with fifty galleys to burn 
Mackenzie lands and then laid siege on the lightly 
garrisoned Eilean Donan castle. 

 Duncan “MacRa” is ‘hero of the day’ 

 On the day of the siege, the castle was held by 
only two men: John Dubh Matheson (acting as 
Constable) and a watchman. They bravely shut the 
gate. Young Duncan MacRa was passing the castle 
at the time and realised the danger and joined 
them. The MacDonalds shot arrows through the 
windows and one struck and killed Matheson, 
which left only the watchman and Duncan to de-
fend the castle. Duncan was running desperately 
short of arrows so he decided he must use his last 
arrow to best advantage. Believing that victory 
was close, MacDonald called for a battering ram 
and approached the castle. It was then that 
‘MacRa’ shot his last arrow at MacDonald and hit 
him in the foot. Too impatient to wait for a doctor, 

MacDonald pulled the arrow and its barbs cut an artery. Blood poured from the wound and continued to flow to the bitter end. 
He died as the MacDonalds were carrying their chief away. Desperate for revenge, the MacDonalds tried unsuccessfully to 
burn down the castle and then finally withdrew with the dead body of their chief. 

      Towards the end of 1718 there 
was an attempt to revive the Ja-
cobite sentiments that were seri-
ously decimated during their ris-
ing of 1715. Subsequently, nego-
tiations unfolded between Jaco-
bite supporters and Spain. The 
Spaniards agreed to support a 
smaller army of Jacobites in the 
West Highlands in their continu-
ing pursuit of the crown. Disaster 
struck when the ships transporting 
the Spaniards were caught in a 
storm and most of the soldiers 
returned to Spain. Nonetheless,  
some ships did arrive safely to the 
castle to join the Jacobite force 
assembled there. Their plan was 
to march on Inverness. However, 
government forces intercepted 
and crushed them. On May 10th 
May, 1719, three Government 
ships sailed into Loch Duich and 
laid seige to the castle. They captured its garrison of less than fifty Spaniards. When the troops from the English ships entered 
the castle and discovered the gun powder storage, they blew up the building reducing it to rubble. There it sat for close to 200 
years. In the 20th Century and fulfilling two hundred years of hope and dreams, Eilean Donan Castle rose from the ashes of 
its destruction. Today, ‘the MacRae Castle, as it is widely known, is one of the most visited and most photographed buildings in 
Scotland.  Sgurr Uran!! 

      In our Spring/March issue, Kintail.29 will carry Part II –  the story of the resurrection of “The Dream Castle.”  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The ruins of Eilean Donan Dastle 1719



CLAN MACRAE REMEMBERS 
    For MacRaes – by whatever spelling – 2015 is a special year –          
anniversaries abound. It is the 100th anniversary the writing of John 
McCrae’s  remarkable  poem  In  Flanders  Fields.   Sixty-thousand  
Canadian men and women died in World War 1 – a massive sacrifice of 
a population which, in 1914, was 7.2 million. Approximately 600 
‘MacRaes’ served in the WW1 war and many died.               
      
  The photo* to the left is but one page of MacRaes who served in          
WW1. In addition to the military, many others who served the ‘war effort’ 
– support services of factories, transportation, housing, goods and 
manufacturing. All were part of Canada’s deep commitment to win “the 
war to end all wars.” Sadly, we haven’t yet applied all the lessons that 
came from that war but could still make for global peace if practiced. !
  During 2014, much was made of the WW1 struggle and          
Canadians have 
h e a r d t h o u-

sands of stories of bravery, skill, and sacrifice in both WW 1 
and 2. We have remembered smaller wars also. In addition, 
Peacekeepers have given their lives in the cause of peace. 
We have followed these accounts through newspapers, 
television, radio, internet, books movies and theatre all fo-
cussing on these conflicts. Many times, MacRaes were part 
of the story.  
                   
  Clan MacRae of Canada has commissioned the                 
composition of a Meditation based on McCrae’s famous 
poem and to be played on the Peace Tower on May 3, 
2015, a world première. At the keyboard will be a Clan 
Member, Dr. Andrea McCrady, Canada’s Dominion Carillon-
neur. This is a remarkable coincidence in the history of Clan 
MacRae Canada. We need your help to celebrate it with 
your presence and your remembrance. Many Canadians 
will join us to pay a special homage to the gifted  Lt. Col. 
John McCrae. 
                                     
          Will you help the Clan to remember someone special in your life who served in one of these wars? We         
need the names of those you would like to remember and time is running out to complete the vision. As we stand on 
Parliament Hill, and listening to the Carillon play  ‘Meditation’, we will reflect on In Flanders Fields. We will remem-
ber members of our Clan who served in whatsoever capacity. Please join us with your remembrance.  !
         Members and friends are invited to remember someone who gave of themselves during the wars of          
Canada – men and women and anyone who helped the “war effort”, as it was known, volunteers, factory workers, 
victory bond buyers, boys and girls who joined all who supported Canadian troops in those great stuggles.   
                   
  In 2015, our Clan will publish a special listing the names those remembered. Copies  of these Honoured                 
Names will be available on the lawns of the House of Commons as we assemble that day. Please help us to meet 
our commitment to our composer and to prepare for that special May 3rd programme. Names are now being assem-
bled and you are asked register your remembrance for that day. Please send your name(s) do it today!   
                     
  Cheques should be made to Clan MacRae Society and mailed with the completed form to:                    
       Mr. Allen McRae, Clan Treasurer,                                                                 
       3570 Oakridge Drive,                                                  
       Nanaimo, BC V9T 1M4                                                  

*GENEALOGISTS’ ALERT: A full list of all Canadian MacRaes who served in WW1 is available from the Editor. 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Composer Matthew Larkin and Carillonneur Andrea McCrady



CANADIAN PRESIDENT VISITS 
CLAN MACRAE AT 

GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN, USA !
       In July 2014, Owen MacRae took the opportunity to visit 
our Sister Clan in USA and to join in the celebrated Grandfa-
ther Mountain Highland Games held annually on MacRae 
Meadows, near Linville North Carolina. It was a return visit to 
that of the US Clan’s newsletter Editor Larry McRae who has 
made repeated visits to Canada to attend our Annual General 
Meetings and Gatherings.  !
 During Owen’s visit, he attended the famous Highland           
Games that are attended by thousands of people and where 
up to ninety Clans are represented. Clan MacRae (US) fre-
quently takes the honours for marching and performance. 
Owen was present as a Special Guest at their AGM banquet.       !
 Agnes MacRae Morton was one of the Co-Founders of           
the Grandfather Highlanders, a pipe band that wears the 
Muted Red MacRae tartan. Tthe US Clan MacRae president 
(John MacRae-Hall) came from a strong military tradition (Air 
Force) and insisted that the US Clan should be appropriately 
dressed for the Games’ Grand March. For their smart ap-
pearance, the MacRaes have been named been “The Clan of 
Excellence” at the Games.   !
 The Clan MacRae Society of North America (USA) was           
founded forty-four years ago. Its Foundng President was 
Hugh MacRae II, a nephew of Agnes MacRae Morton. Their 
Gathering and AGM meets annually at the Grandfather Moun-
tain Highland Games. 

 In the above photograph, Owen is shown with the USA           
President, John McRae-Hall on the far right. Two former US 
Clan Presidents are on either side of Owen. On his right is 
Leon Folsom; on his left is Hugh MacRae II, President Emeri-
tus, Clan MacRae USA.  
            

CLAN MACRAE TENT  
ATTACKED AT CALGARY  

HIGHLAND GAMES! 

  Reports have leaked out through Kintail’s Calgary cor          -
respondents that our Clan tent was aggressively invaded dur-
ing last year’s Games. The attackers’ intention was to seize 
the tent and all MacRae flags and display items. However, the 
attack was fearlessly defended and thwarted by our lone 
Constable on Duty, Doreen Powell, who subdued the action. 
With the assistance of the neighbouring Clan Wallace army, 
she commanded the seizure of the enemy’s weapons. Only 
then did she turned on her charm. In short order she com-
pletely civilized the disorderly and disruptive warriors. They 
pleaded their guilt and begged to join Clan MacRae. After 
doing some Clan service by tidying our tent, they were grant-
ed temporary honorary status.  
         Shown in the above photo, Doreen, who describes her-
self as a true Celt and a Nordic woman who defends to the 
death,  is seen bravely standing in the midst of the invaders. 
For the photo, she allowed their leader to display, as evi-
dence, his deadly weapon. If the Clan MacRae USA is named 
“Clan of Excellence”, then surely Clan MacRae Canada for-
ever be known as “Clan of Bravery”. Thank you, Doreen! 

                                                                               ! �          7

   Kintail            
  Published by !

     The Clan MacRae !
    Society of Canada!

2099 Grantie Street 
Victoria BC V8S 3G5 

   Robert MacRae, Editor 
  robertdmacrae@gamil.com !
   www.clanmacrae.ca!

mailto:robertdmacrae@gamil.com
http://www.clanmacrae.ca
mailto:robertdmacrae@gamil.com
http://www.clanmacrae.ca


!!
Ceud Mile Fàilte 

A Hundred Thousand Welcomes 
To our New Members !

Nicole & Leighton Miller                         Ottawa  ON 
Donald & Loraine MacRae                      Carlyle  SK 
Phyllis & Bill Gillespie                               Surrey  BC 
Douglas I. McRae                                   Surrey  BC 
Helen MacRae                                  Oro-Medonte ON 
Debra Gemmell & Jonathon Pearce      Waterloo ON 
_____________________________________ !

Membership Application Forms for the Clan 
MacRae Society of Canada are available on the 

our web site.  w.w.w. clanmacrae.ca !
Members Receiving Kintail by Post Note 

Please note your label carries Year. On or before 2014 
means your dues need your donation  

Individual and Family*     
one year $20                         three years $50 !

Please submit members’ fees to Gail McRae, Member-
ship Secretary 

18028 58th Avenue, Surrey, BC V3S 1M1 
_____________________________________________ 

SAD NEWS !
As we go to press, news has been received of the sud-

den death of John MacRae-Hall, the President of 
Clan MacRae USA. Our condolences go out to his 
widow, Babs and family and Clan MacRae USA.  !

_____________________________________________ !
OTTAWA GATHERING !

In order that Ottawa organizers may estimate the attendance 
at our May meeting, Clan members intending to be present at 

the Ottawa Gathering - April 30 – May 3, are asked to ex-
press their intention as soon as possible. The registrar is 

Joanne Monahan. Please share with her all names of those 
you know who expect to attend:   !!

jmonahan@gmail.com       or      613-754-2722 !
This is NOT the registration form! This will come! 

 
During the 2015 International Gathering of Clan MacRae, 

participants will visit Dun Telve broch. It is an ancient fortifi-
cation in Kintail-Glen Elg, a defense against the invasion of  
Viking warrior-plunders. This early sketch is taken from a 

1772 magazine. !
––––––––––– ––––––––––––
––––––––––– –––             !!!!!!!

Balmorals Off! 
As we express our thanks to  !

Darrell and Gloria MacRae, Calgary !
for generously sponsoring 

this issue of Kintail.  
_____________________________________________ !

Our thanks! !
                       Credits and Appreciations 

Page 1 Wikipedia  various  Page 2 National Geographic illustr’n 
Page 3 Dust Covers of several books published recently 
Page 4 Wikipedia illustsrations  Page 7 Photo – Owen MacRae 
Page 7 Photo Ken MacRae          Page 8 The House of Labhran. 
Other photos througout: Robert MacRae and Larry McRae  
Pages 4-5 Larry McRae for elements of story on Eilean Donan
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